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W ashii lgt on , D . C • 20- fl 1 
He .r Hen, 

You 1 d have had tliis apology more promptly were it not that I’ve had a number of 
*^rips 011 which x cannot drive msyolf and consultations lo. ding to heart surgery next week. 
However, there really is no excuse, unless you, too, have begun to realise what age can 
do to us. I’m o&rry I confused those two Cjiban names, and 1 thank you for having Pi.chirallo 
mlorm me. 

Please accept what I do not intend as a boast in the spirit m which I offer it; 
in the 25 years that the Post has, intermittently, used me as a source and during which. 

I have undertaken to try to inform it so that we night both bettor meet our responsibilities 
I can recall no other instance in which I was factually incorrect, as we both learned 
many years ago, this is our primary obligation. I still remember mid avH) pleased with 
George Larmier’s surprised exclamation of years ago, "Why, you are defending the Phi." 
Accuracy then required that of mo. Jut if you were more familiar with my work you’d - now 
that it has focused much more on the PHI than the Warren Commission. *uid in countless 
fongthy mid detailed affidavits filed in innumerable POIA lawsuits it has never been abld 
to rofufco any of my attestations - and it oven declined to cross-examine me on several 
occasions while it v/as seeking to do me in. (it found stondwalling more effective •) 

I look back also on seven published books of the most controversial content and 
can’t recall a half-dozen even insigiiificmit factual errors. There isn't one that is^ 
significant. All but two wore written in great haste and are rough drafts, all got ^close 
scrutiny from the PHI «*ind CIA if not also other agencies. Hut not much from the press, 
which began with preconceptions mid policy determinations. 

I’m really quite sorry that so much of what -*■ have learned, and by this I me*in 
established by fact 1 obtained, has little chance of ever being known to the people 
whose knowledge, under our system, is required for the proper functioning of our system. 

my work has never been the pursuit of a whodunit. It is I think I can 3ay fairly, 
a deep and broad study of how the major institutions of our society worked in times of 
great stress and since then, aside from countless boxes it tokos up more than 50 mostly 
full file cabinets. I do not have any conspiracy theorizing in any of my work although, 
for history, I have some of this nisinfornativo conspiracy theorizing by others, along, 
in most instances, with my dobubuhlzing of them. 

All of it will bo a public archive at local ftoocl Colldge but no matter what is 
done with it in the future finding important little stories in some 300,000 or more 
pages of official records alone will not bo easy. Home will not bo difficult, if there 
ever is the interest, and that we cannot laiow now. On Oswald, for example - teat the 
agencies knew and the Commission should have known and all supprresed about him. mike his 
top socrex; and crypto security clearances when he was a marine. x t i3 not in his service 
recodd but it i 3 true. Was thi 3 important in 1963, 1964, when the Senate and House sup- 
posedly investigated? Even now? There is much more like it that does not come as readily 
to mind when my mind is dominated by other concerns. 

In my view the assassination of any president is the most subversive of p&ssible 
crimes in our society and any one places the greatest responsibilities ofc all our insti- 
tutions for their preservation and that of our kind of society. It is my part ol tliis 
responsibility that J. have tried to keep in the miles we have before we sleep and 1 hope 
you can believe that this is what underlies every effort 1 have made to inform the Post. 

I am sure that neither you nor anyone else there can recall a single effort that was in 
any sense self-seeking. 

I-iaybe I’ve rambled a bit but I want you to understand that I am sincere in making 

this apology and at the same time, parti cularly at tMs juncture in my life, so glad that 
I've had to Sew to makes. With best wishes, jfprold Weisberg ( / 
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